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some of the Churchmen joined the Quaker side,
most of them and the most influential of them were
opposed to the change and did good work in oppos-
ing it. They were well content with their position
under the proprietors and saw nothing to be gained
under a royal governor. There were also not a
few people who, in the increase of the wealth of
the province, had acquired aristocratic tastes and
were attached to the pleasant social conditions
that had grown up round the proprietary gover-
nors and their followers; and there were also those
whose salaries, incomes, or opportunities for wealth
were more or less dependent on the proprietors re-
taining the executive offices and the appointments
and patronage.

One of the most striking instances of a change
of sides was the case of a Philadelphia Quaker, John
Dickinson, a lawyer of large practice, a man of
wealth and position, and of not a little colonial
magnificence when he drove in his coach and four.
It was he who later wrote the famous Farmer'*
Letters during the Revolution. He was a member
of the Assembly and had been in polities for some
years. But on this question of a change to royal
government, he left the Quaker majority and op-
posed the change with all his influence and ability*